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the Chanda deposits did not offer any hopeful chances of
starting the iron works there.
At this stage when Mr. Dorabji Tata, accompanied by
Mr. Weld, went to Nagpur to inform the Government of their
decision, he came across a geological record of the Drug dis-
trict (M. P.), prepared by Mr, P. N. Bose of the Geological
Survey of India, who had gone through the district looking
for iron, and found a specimen of the ore in the local museum.
They decided to investigate the ores of the Drug district and
were astonished to find a hill, 300 ft. high, which consisted
of almost solid iron. A discovery more striking than this has
never been made in the whole history of the iron industry.
The results of analysis showed that the ore carried from 65.5
per cent to 70 per cent iron. Later on Mr. Perin declared
the ores to be one of the mineral wonders of the world.
The ores of the Drug district were excellent but the cok-
ing trials made with Warora coal in England gave no satis-
factory results and after a long and careful survey of the Jharia
and Raniganj coal-fields Mr. Weld came to the conclusion
that the only suitable coking coal in India could be obtained
from the Jharia coal-fields in Bengal, The smelting trials of
Drug ores with the coke obtained from Jharia coal carried out
in Germany and America were found to be highly satisfactory.
The coal could be brought from Bengal but the Madhya Pra-
desh could not provide a large and constant supply of water-
to cool the great furnaces and this question of water supply
led the investigators from M. P. to Padampur, near
Sambalpur (now in the Province of Orissa), a town situated
on the river Mahanadi. From the point of view of transport
relations, this site was midway between the Drug ore deposits
and the Jharia coal-fields.
At this stage Mr. P. N. Bose intervened personally and
in the words of Sir L. L. Fermour, the Director of Geological
Survey of India, 'prevented the site of the works from being
established in a wrong place from the operating point of view/6
Mr. Bose led the prospectors to ores, equally rich but more
favourably located in the Mayurbhanj State. Messrs. Wejd
and Perin found in the lofty Gurumahisani Hill, which rises
$ Extract from the speech delivered at the ceremony of unveiling the
of Mr, Bose at Jamshedpur, March 1938,